Representatives from Myanmar civil society organizations “deeply disappointed” as UN
Security Council once again fails to take action

[11 November, 2021] Today, the Members of the UN Security Council issued a press statement once
again expressing “deep concern” following the “further recent violence across Myanmar.” The
statement called for an immediate cessation of violence and for “the military to exercise utmost
restraint.”

On 4 November, 521 Myanmar, regional and international civil society organizations called on the UN
Security Council to urgently convene a meeting as the Myanmar military junta escalated attacks in Chin
State, setting over 200 houses and at least two churches on fire. The groups called on the Council to
adopt a resolution to consolidate international action to stop the military’s violent assault against the
people of Myanmar and urged the Council to impose a global arms embargo to stop the flow of
weapons and dual-use goods to the Myanmar military junta.

UN Security Council members, including India and Russia, have transferred and sold arms and dual-use
goods to Myanmar military junta since the attempted coup, while China is a major arms supplier and
conducts business with military conglomerates.

Khin Ohmar of Progressive Voice stated: “We are deeply disappointed in the continuing lack of action
from the UN Security Council. Crisis in Myanmar has reached a breaking point. Words and statements of
‘concerns’ from the highest authority of the world body disregards the real threats against human
security that is experienced by the people of Myanmar at the hands of the junta who continues to
slaughter innocent people with total impunity. UK as the penholder on Myanmar must listen to the
people on the ground and put a resolution to a vote. The escalating violence in Myanmar is an
embarrassment and a testament to the repeated failures of the UN system that challenges the relevancy
of the UN Security Council to maintain international peace and security. Member States that continue to
block the Council's actions are exacerbating the suffering of the people of Myanmar and emboldening
the junta to commit further atrocity crimes. In this regard, they are aiding and abetting the junta’s grave
crimes and thus they must also be held accountable for their complicity.”

Salai Za Uk, Chin Human Rights Organization stated: “While the UN Security Council was meeting to
discuss the situation in Myanmar, the military burned down more houses in Thantlang. They have
burned, destroyed and vandalized at least 22 churches and religious buildings in Chin State alone since
August as they have sent in more reinforcements. There is real fear on the ground of further large-scale
attacks. Yet there is no mentioning of the escalating attacks in Chin State or North-Western Myanmar in
Magway and Sagaing Divisions by this terrorist military junta. We are losing faith in the UN Security
Council due to its ineffective leadership to act to save the people despite our repeated calls. How many
more lives must be taken and how many more townships destroyed before the situation warrants more
than a statement by the world body?”

Wai Wai Nu of Women Peace Network stated: “The lack of action by the UN Security Council is
appalling. They failed to act before and after the 2017 Rohingya genocide and they are once again failing
the people of Myanmar as the Myanmar military junta commits egregious crimes including crimes
against humanity with total impunity. This is a military that is capable of committing genocide. The UN
Security Council must take concrete action beyond continuing to repeat their line of expressing ‘deep
concern’. It must act to hold the military accountable for their past and ongoing grave crimes.”


https://en.calameo.com/read/005335996c1870513c0a8
https://progressivevoicemyanmar.org/2021/11/04/another-wave-of-atrocity-crimes-in-chin-state-un-security-council-must-act-now-to-end-myanmar-juntas-campaign-of-terror/
https://www.voanews.com/a/indian-arms-maker-with-us-eu-investors-supplies-myanmar-junta-rights-group-says/6269076.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/russia-myanmar-cooperating-military-equipment-supplies-ifax-2021-07-21/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/MyanmarFFM/Pages/EconomicInterestsMyanmarMilitary.aspx

Since the attempted coup on 1 February, the Myanmar military junta has killed 1,252 people and
arrested 9,979 people. There are 1,954 people evading arrest warrant. As we approach ten months since
the military’s illegitimate and bloody attempted coup, the Council must pass a resolution calling for a
global arms embargo, said the groups.

See the statement by 521 civil society organizations to the UN Security Council here:
https://progressivevoicemyanmar.org/2021/11/04/another-wave-of-atrocity-crimes-in-chin-state-un-
security-council-must-act-now-to-end-myanmar-juntas-campaign-of-terror/

For more information, please contact:

Khin Ohmar, Progressive Voice, info@progressive-voice.org

Wai Wai Nu, Women Peace Network, waiwainu@womenspeacenetwork.org
Salai Za Uk, Chin Human Rights Organization, info@chinhumanrights.org
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